AN   ESSAY   IN   CONSERVATISM
The arrogance of the Roundhead (and it is well illustrated
in the modem politician of the left) was the belief that
he had any natural right to his opinion.  The right only
existed so long as someone else had an opinion about a
more divine right.  It is because Toryism is an empirical
philosophy without opinions that it is  more eternally
satisfying, but perhaps less suited to modern democracy,
than the individualist creeds of the left.   It should be
sufficient to show at this point the dangers from Celtic
reason since the connection with Scotland in 1603.
After the Stuarts had been forgotten, the two contradictory types of mentality continued in their courses. The formal and rational type became the Whigs; the men of impulse and of instinct remained the Tories.   In the early eighteenth century when the Whig became mesmerised in the formalities of a continental war, the Tory remained on his estate lamenting the existence of discord at home. The superficially formal mind of the Whig preferred the disorder of party intrigue and diplomacy.  It was a sign of the meanness of his character.  He hoped by technique and formality to adapt himself superiorly to a political world that was too generous for his qualities.  After the " glorious revolution " of 1688 Whiggery reached an ascendance that for years Toryism was powerless to resist.   The contractual grant of the throne to a Dutch Protestant was gloated over as a great victory for reason. No voice was raised against the premature burden of a national debt raised for an alien princeling who never placed his affections where he raised his overdraft. If this particularly artificial piece of statecraft belongs now to the past, the intellectual arrogance behind it lives as strongly as in the succeeding days-of Queen Anne.   It shows that in politics the a priori mind is the death watch beetle that is always ticking in the rafters of tradition. The first stage in disintegration was the destruction of the nation's focal point by the eccentric notions of the great Whig lords. It is worth noting here that the same mentality lives